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German Delegation in 2025 

German Delegation Trip to the University of Haifa  
PRELIMINARY PROGRAM – subject to change 

 

November 21–25, 2026 A bus will be available to us for all three program days. 

 

As last year, the events at the University, the Welcome Dinner and the lunch buffet during the German 

Friends Coexistence Event will be hosted by the University of Haifa. The costs for the other program 

activities – bus transportation for all three program days, entrance fees, and additional lunches 

and dinners – will be shared among the participants. We currently estimate these costs at approximately 

€500–600 per person for the entire trip, as in 2025. The exact amount will depend on the final number 

of participants and will be calculated and settled after the trip. 

 

Day 1: Saturday, November 21 – Arrival & Welcome 

Individual arrival – at Ben Gurion Airport and individual transfer to Haifa. 

Check-in – Dan Carmel Hotel (main meeting point). 

19:00  Welcome Dinner with the University Leadership – Crowne Plaza Hotel. 

Hosted by the University of Haifa. 

 

mailto:backhaus.unihaifa@step21.de
https://www.uni-haifa.de/
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Day 2: Sunday, November 22 – Haifa, Sdot Yam & Caesarea 

08:30  Departure – from Dan Carmel Hotel. 

09:00  Kababir – visit to Haifa’s Ahmadiyya community. 

10:30  “Kibbutz” Beit El – visit to the German Christian community near Zichron Ya’akov. 

12:00  Lunch – Kibbutz Sdot Yam. 

13:30  Morris Kahn Marine Research Station – insights into marine research at the University of Haifa. 

16:00  Caesarea – guided visit to the ancient harbour and archaeological sites. 

18:00  Dinner in Caesarea – with Prof. Uriel Simonsohn. 

21:00  Return – to Dan Carmel Hotel. 

Accompanied by Amir Bar-On and Iris Perry. 

 

Day 3: Monday, November 23 – University of Haifa: German Friends Day 

A special day dedicated to our German-Israeli partnership, our scholarship programs and coexistence at the University of 

Haifa. 

09:00  Breakfast at Dan Carmel Hotel – with Prof. Maayan Sudai, Faculty of Law. 

10:00  Departure for the University of Haifa – including cable car ride to Mount Carmel. 

11:15  Schües Art Prize Competition – presentations by the finalists at the Dr. Hecht Arts Center. 

12:30  Buffet Lunch – with students, their families and friends, faculty members and University leadership. 

Hosted by the University of Haifa. 

14:00  German Friends Coexistence Event – keynote and moderation by Prof. Ali Hussein. Meet our scholarship 

recipients and students from the programs supported by the German Friends, followed by a panel discussion and open 

exchange. 

16:00  Bucerius Lecture – dialogue between Haifa Mayor Yona Yahav and Düsseldorf Mayor Dr. Stephan Keller, 

moderated by University President Prof. Gur Alroey. 

17:45  German Colony – short guided tour. 

19:30  Dinner in the German Colony – guest speaker: Prof. Haim Bitterman, Founding Dean of the Herta and Paul Amir 

School of Medicine (TBC). 

22:00  Return – to Dan Carmel Hotel. 

Accompanied by Amir Bar-On and Iris Perry. 

 

Day 4: Tuesday, November 24 – Galilee, Archaeology & Coexistence 

08:30  Departure – from Dan Carmel Hotel. 

09:00  Basmat Tab´un – a Bedouin community outside of Haifa. 

11:00  Beit She’arim – UNESCO World Heritage archaeological site, with an expert from the University of Haifa. 

13:00  Lunch and visit at Havat Hatavlinim – herb and spice farm; time permitting, short visit to Bethlehem of Galilee. 

15:30  Departure – to the hotel, time to rest. 

18:00  Farewell Dinner at Carmel Beach – with Hala Abu Sneineh, University of Haifa. 

22:00  Return – to Dan Carmel Hotel. 

Accompanied by Amir Bar-On and Iris Perry. 

 

Day 5: Wednesday, November 25 – Departure 

Check-out – Dan Carmel Hotel. 

Individual departure – transfers to Ben Gurion Airport or onward destinations are arranged individually. 

Important Travel Information 

Flights, hotel and airport transfers are booked individually by participants. 
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Hotel 

A limited room block at the Dan Carmel Hotel is expected to be reserved for our group. Once the room requirements are 

confirmed, participants will receive a booking code and book their rooms individually. The Dan Carmel Hotel will be the 

meeting point and the starting and finishing point for all program days. 

Airport Transfer 

On Friday and Saturday, please note that there is no public transportation until the end of Shabbat on Saturday at 

approximately 17:15. Taxi transfers are booked and paid for individually. 

Taxi options recommended by the University: 

Stars Taxi: stars-taxi.co.il/en 

Angel – taxi driver: +972 50 538 5314 or Yosi – taxi driver: +972 50 83 7094 

GETT – taxi service: +972 3 644 8299 

Guideline: a taxi from Ben Gurion Airport to Haifa cost approximately NIS 600 in 2025; several participants may share a 

taxi. +972 is the international country code for Israel. 

ETA-IL & Travel Insurance 

A valid ETA-IL electronic travel authorization is mandatory for entry into Israel. Please check your existing 

authorization or apply in good time. 

Official ETA-IL application portal 

Government information on ETA-IL 

We also strongly recommend international travel health insurance covering Israel. 

University of Haifa - Speaker Profiles 

Prof. Ali Hussein 

Professor Ali Hussein teaches in the Department of Arabic Language and Literature at the University of Haifa. His 

research focuses on classical Arabic poetry and the development of Arabic rhetoric. He will serve as keynote speaker and 

moderator of the German Friends Coexistence Event. 

Prof. Maayan Sudai 

Professor Maayan Sudai is a faculty member at the University of Haifa Faculty of Law and Academic Director of the 

Clinics for Law and Social Change. Her research focuses on the intersection of law, science, gender, health law and anti-

discrimination law. 

Prof. Haim Bitterman 

Professor Haim Bitterman is a physician and Founding Dean of the University of Haifa’s Herta and Paul Amir School of 

Medicine, with a particular commitment to strengthening healthcare in northern Israel. 

Prof. Uriel Simonsohn 

Professor Uriel Simonsohn is a historian in the Department of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies. His research focuses 

on Muslim, Christian and Jewish communities and interreligious relations in the Middle East. 

Prof. Adi Erlich 

Professor Adi Erlich is an archaeologist and art historian at the University of Haifa. Her research focuses on the 

archaeology and art of Israel in the Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine periods. She directs excavations at Beit She’arim. 

Hala Abu Sneineh 

Hala Abu Sneineh is a master’s student in Early Childhood Development at the University of Haifa. Her academic and 

practical work focuses on children’s and families’ mental health, emotional development and resilience in challenging 

circumstances. 

Contact During the Trip 

Magdalena Backhaus: +49 (0)151 685 942 39 · backhaus.unihaifa@step21.de 

Dr. Iris Perry: +972-55-500-1256 · iperry@univ.haifa.ac.il 

Dr. h.c. Sonja Lahnstein: +49 (0)160 906 883 49 · lahnstein.sonja@step21.de 

A WhatsApp group for all participants will be set up shortly before the trip. Please make sure we have the mobile number 

of every participant. 

https://stars-taxi.co.il/en
https://israel-entry.piba.gov.il/
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/topics/eta-il/govil-landing-page
mailto:backhaus.unihaifa@step21.de

