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Hamburg, im Mai 1907.

M 27. Mai d. J. blickt die Hamburg-Amerika Linie
auf ein 60jihriges Bestehen zuriick. Aus diesem
Anlass beehren wir uns, Ihnen anbei ein von Kurt
Himer, Hamburg, verfasstes und von Professor
Emil Orlik, Berlin, kiinstlerisch ausgestattetes Werk tber die
Entwicklung der Hamburg-Amerika Linie wihrend des letzten
Jahrzehnts, d. h. in der Zeit, die seit dem 50 jihrigen Jubilium
der Gesellschaft am 27. Mai 1897 verflossen ist, zu dber--
reichen. Die Hamburg-Amerika Linie hat ihren Betrieb seit
jener Zeit um ein Vielfaches vergrossern kdnnen. Wir gehen
gewiss nicht fehl, wenn wir fir das Buch Ihr freundliches
Interesse voraussetzen. O

Mit grosster Hochachtung
Die Direktion der Hamburg-Amerika Linie.
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ARCHAKGEL AREA OF LEGAL JEWISH

SETTLEMENT IN RUSSIA
IN 1825
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THE PROPORTION OF JEWISH IMMIGRANTS OUT OF THE TOTAL JEWISH

IMMIGRATION

23 shipping companies, including: Finsk, Atlantic Express, Navig

Italiano, Austro-American Line, Anglo Continentalle

THE PROPORTION OF
JEWISH IMMIGRANTS OUT

SHIPPING COMPANY COUNTRY OF THE TOTAL JEWISH
IMMIGRATION

Hamburg Amerika Linie Germany 24.5

East Asia Germany 18.5
Nord-Deutcher Lloyd Germany 9.5

Red Star Line Belgium 6.5
American Line America 5.5

Cunard Line America 4.3
Karlsberg America 4.2
Miscellaneous - 27

Total - 100
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OPEN LETTER TO MR. BALLIN
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In light of the role that you play in the German port, we are addressing the following
guestions to you, Mr. Ballin:

'12 Do you know, Mr. Ballin, how the Jewish emigrants in the holding camps are being
abused and harassed?

2. Do you know that the German shipping companies support the holding camps
along with their agents in Russia both morally and financially and that they are
responsible for all the crimes and acts of shame that this band of thieves and robbers
has committed?

'31IDo you know, Mr. Ballin, that the holding camps [and] a wide network of agents in
Russia support the trafficking of emigrants over the border with all the associated
dangers to their lives? They compel them and do everything within their power to get
this defenseless mass of illegal emigrants over the border in order to get at them to
blackmail while they are in this condition, without rights, under the threat of being
handed over to the Russian border patrol. 2
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4. Do you know, Mr. Ballin, that this year at the holding camp lllowo there were
two suicides: Mr. Vaznyansky advised a desperate Jewish man to hang himself and
the man did hang himself in the synagogue of the holding camp; out of
desperation another Jewish man attacked the officials with a knife, wounded
several, was captured and brought to a [military] prison where he hanged himself?

5. Do you know, Mr. Ballin, that Jewish men, women, and children who were
waiting to go to France were held in the holding camp for a long time living in filth
until the children got lice, scabies, and scurvy?

6. Have you ever, Mr. Ballin, seen a holding camp? Do you know what one looks
like? Don’t they call Castle Garden in New York “the island of tears”? So must one
call your holding camps “the islands of the devil.” No other name is right for this
place. As was Dreyfus on Devil’s Island, immigrants are tormented there, women
abused, and people hear only disparaging insults and are very often slapped
around.
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Others do not receive better treatment than we do, but we
Jews are a people of orphans, and no one in the world will
come to our aid. Since you are of Jewish origin, you must
be aware of the inhuman suffering of your people and take
responsibility for the misery endured by the Jewish

emigrants at the inspection station under your authority.



THE PROFIT OF THE H.A.L
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Staatsarchiv Hamburg
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Hamburg-Amerika Linie.
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994 214 2435

l. Kajute Il Kajute lll Klasse und
Personnen Personnen Zwischendecker

Kapitan: Heinrich Bertholdt Kneeth, 21th April 1879

910

Besatzung
Personen

3813

Zusammen
Passegiere und
Besatzung
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JOSEPH ROTH
THE WANI]ERINB JEWS

E CLASSIC PORTRA

» VANISHED PEOPLE

RANSLATED BY MICHAEL HOFMANN
WITH A COMMENT BY ELIE WIESEL

The Eastern Jew is afraid of ships. He
doesn’t trust them. For centuries he
has been living in the interior. The
steppes, the limitlessness of the flat
land, these hold no terrors for him.
What frightens him is disorientation.
He is accustomed to turning three
times a day toward Misrach, the East.
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