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The Werner Otto Scholarship Program has been supporting 
and encouraging young female Arab students for 18 years. 
The goal is the empowerment of Arab women within their 
own traditional society and within the Israeli society at large 
by helping them to achieve higher education. Female Arab 
students who have completed their first degree get support to 
continue their studies. The scholarship does not only relieve 
the burden of their study fees and living expenses but also 
strengthens their position in society.

Our partner at the University of Haifa is the Jewish-Arab 
Centre, an interdisciplinary institute for scientific research which has achieved 
recognition for its successful work in the field of Jewish-Arab cooperation. Together with 
the German Friends it is identifying the best applicants and supporting scholarship 
holders in case of academic or personal problem.

The Werner Otto Alumni Network keeps the women connected. They are all role models 
for girls in their community and beyond. One of our first scholarship recipients is Mouna 
Maroun. Today she is a professor at the University of Haifa, director of the Sagol 
Department of Neurobiology and the Laboratory of Neurobiology of Emotions. In May 
of this year she participated in the “Israel-Hong Kong Women-to-Women Bridge Forum” 
as one of five outstanding women from Israel.

I was also glad to welcome another dedicated and impressive woman at our German 
Event in Haifa: Anne Spiegel, Minister for Family, Women and Youth Affairs, 
Integration and Consumer Protection of the State of Rhineland-Palatinate. As young 
women in leadership position and mother of four children she encouraged the female 
audience to combine their professional career with their family lives even if it not easy as 
she knows by first-hand experience. “This will really make a change in society and lead 
to equal rights”, the minister said, „Please, go your way!”

As a part of this Program I feel highly honoured to see the success of each woman. I am 
glad to accompany these special women on their way. 

Sonja Lahnstein-Kandel

Chairwoman

Association of German Friends of the University of Haifa
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The Werner Otto Scholarship program is one of the most 
influential project for Arab Women at the University of 
Haifa. The program is a joint sponsorship of the German 
Friends of the University of Haifa and the Jewish-Arab 
Center. Over the years, scholarships were awarded to more 
than 164 Arab women from diverse academic fields and 
professions at the University of Haifa.

As the head of the Jewish-Arab center, I strongly believe 
that the University of Haifa, the most heterogeneous university in Israel can and should 
facilitate a meaningful dialogue between Jews and Arabs, on campus and within the 
surrounding communities. I have dedicated myself to research and field work along the 
lines of creating meaningful encounters with "the other". I am not a new figure to the 
German friends of the University of Haifa. My relations with this supportive organization 
go back some years ago, as I am the initiator and director of the "Haifa meets Frankfurt" 
project, which does exactly that. Today, I see the next challenge right before my eyes –
the ability to reach out to the "other"; to see him or her, not just to look at them; to bring 
them closer and create opportunities for both sides to collaborate. The Werner Otto 
scholarship empowers young Arab women and opens up new opportunities for academic 
collaboration for Jewish and Arab scholars. Thus, the program scholars and alumnae 
contribute to their communities and as such to the Israeli society as a whole.

In my tenure, I aspire to promote three main themes, which I believe would contribute to 
the make-up of Jewish and Arabs relations, on campus and within its surrounding 
communities: Art and creation in a shared space (a musical concert starring Inas Masalha 
was held on April 10) ; entrepreneurship and employment opportunities for our Arabs 
graduates (a conference and a job fair was held on March 12) ; and culture of 
commemoration as it applies to Jews, Arabs and Germans. I intend to integrate the W0 
recipients into the centers activities and provide them with a stage to expose their studies.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the German Friends of the University of 
Haifa, especially to Mrs. Sonia Lahnstein and Ms. Nicola Teuber for their ongoing 
support, which ensures the continuity of this initiative.  I am looking forward to 
continuing working together to achieve our common goals for the University of Haifa 
and for all people of Israel.

Prof. Adital Ben Ari  

Head of the Jewish- Arab center

Bothaina Shehadi

MA, Department of Marine Civilizations

Bothaina is a graduate student in the Department of Marine 
Civilizations. Her thesis deals with marine zooplankton and her 
main focus is on a taxonomic set up for the Chaetognatha 
species. This global dominant and important zooplankton in the 
marine food chain, still has not received any research attention 
in our region. Even though her research requires a lot of time,
going to the sea, collecting samples, oceanographic data, and 
working on the samples in the laboratory, she enjoys every moment.
In her free time, Bothaina works as an educational program instructor and tour guide at 
the Nature and Parks Authority. Her target audience varies, and includes small children, 
schools, adults, people with special needs, and families. Most of her work in these
educational programs centers revolves around the biodiversity of Mount Carmel, natural 
phenomena, interactions in the woods, the interaction of man and woodlands; and the 
marine reserves on the Carmel coast, with an emphasis on biodiversity and the sea turtle 
as a flag for endangered animals.

Lydia Jiryes,

MA, Department of Information and Knowledge 
Management

Lydia is 44 years old, a Christian Arab from Haifa and the 
mother of three adorable daughters: Lorraine, Lana and Julie. 

Lydia started to work at the Academic Arab College for 
Education in Israel - Haifa in 1996, first in the Arabic- Hebrew 
Comparative Research Institute, and later moved to the section for editing academic 
programs. During the last ten years, she has been the Administrative Manager of the 
Head of the College Office and the Manager of Staff Affairs. She tremendously loves her 
job, especially working with the faculty, many of whom have become her best friends. In 
fact, faculty members have been supporting and encouraging her throughout her
academic endeavor, alongside her family.

Ten years ago, Lydia received a promotion at work and that derived her to resume her 
studies, which she stopped many years ago. She decided that she wanted to grow 
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personally and professionally, and that this was a high priority for her. Consequently, she
pursued a B.A. in Administration at the Open University.

After receiving her first degree, Lydia decided to pursue a second degree at the 
University of Haifa. She chose to focus on the Administration of Information and 
Knowledge, since the subject intrigued and challenged her, and she felt that she would 
like to give it her all.

Lydia discovered that she enjoys studying immensely, and loves it wholeheartedly. 
Nevertheless, this has not prevented challenges from arising: workload in the job, and 
commitment to her family seemed to collide with her studies. Again, she kept reminding 
herself that “nothing can stand against a person’s will”. With inadequate sleep hours, and 
good time management, Lydia was able to achieve every goal she had set for herself.

Her studies have largely contributed to her both personally and professionally. She feels
that she has grown and have become more adept at facing challenges. She feel indebted 
to the administrative and academic staff, and particularly to her advisor, Prof. Sheizaf 
Rafaeli.

Samaa Zidan, 

PhD, Sagol Department of Neurobiology

Samaa is studying towards her PhD degree under the 
supervision of Prof. Edi Barkai. Her study examines how 
specific features of the parental sensory environment before 
conception can influence the nervous system structure in 
subsequently conceived F1 generation. Surprisingly they have 
found that parental olfactory experience promotes the learning 
ability in descendent generation, such enhancement was observed 
behaviorally, examined via electrophysiology methods and shown that a very special and 
important region of the rats brain in the descendants shows the exact changes that are 
induced in the brains of rats after they acquire the rule. As for now, they are trying to 
point out the exact epigenetic marker that is responsible for such inheritance.

Besides her study, Samaa volunteers in a non-profit organization called "bigger than life", 
in which she escorts an amazing six-year-old girl who had a tough fight with cancer, in 
her journey of life and who has to overcome various difficulties caused from cancer and 
more. Moreover, Samaa is aiming to enrich herself with various motivation and 
interesting courses during her studies, and hopes to get an opportunity to touch someone 
else`s life. For that, this year she has joined a "personal and group coaching" course, 

which helps Samaa to build up her biggest dream for next year: to volunteer as a coach 
for people who are coping or went through a disease, such as cancer, or a tough life 
episode and is aiming to overcome it and move forward to the next chapter in life.

Aiming to develop and grow, she has recently joined the Haifa grad team, which is a 
leading doctoral students program, while also working as a teaching assistant at the 
university, in the department of biology and medical science where she teaches a course
called "system physiology of the human body" for undergraduate students. And last but 
definitely not least, Samaa is working on her running skills, her goal is to join the 10 km 
run in the organization "for the boys" in this upcoming October,  in memory of all the 
soldiers who have been killed in wars and etc, and especially the Druze soldiers. A small 
dream for the listener maybe, but a huge one for her. 

Lama Manaa Wehbi,

MA, Department of Communication Sciences and 

Disorders

Lama is working on her Master's in Communication Sciences 
and Disorders at the University of Haifa. She is currently in her 
second year of study. Lama’s thesis research, which is 
supervised by Dr. Tamar Degani, examines cross language 
phonological influences in trilingual speakers. The  main 
research question addressed in her work is whether cross-
language overlap of specific representations between first language (L1) and third 
language (L3) is more or less beneficial than cross- language overlap of specific 
representations between second language (L2) and L3 to the phonological perception in 
L3. Currently, she is at the stage of starting to run the experiment. She finds a great 
interest in this research and is eager to run the experiment.

Outside of the university, Lama works as a speech therapist at the Child Development 
Center. Her work includes diagnosis and treatment for children at ages 0 to 6 years, with 
developmental problems like: autism, a multidisciplinary developmental delay, speech 
and language delay, etc.
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Maha Darawsha,

MA, Department of Nursing

Maha is 37 years old, she has been married for 13 years, her 
husband is a high school teacher, she has three children, her 
eldest daughter Haneen is twelve years old, her son Ameer is 
nine years old, and the youngest, Mariam, is two years old.

Maha completed her studies at the nursing school in Nazareth. 
In 2006, she received her Bachelors degree in Health Systems 
Management from the Max Stern Yezreel Valley College. She also completed a basic 
nursing course in midwifery, and now she works in a French hospital in Nazareth as a 
midwife and coordinator of preparatory courses for childbirth.

Currently, Lama is studying towards her M.A degree in Nursing at University of 
Haifa, her research is entitled "Looking to the Future: Qualitative Research among Arab 
Israeli Women With Cancer". The aim of this thesis is to describe the experiences of 
young Arab cancer patients regarding their perceptions of femininity, relationships, 
motherhood and family planning, their fears about the chances of conceiving and the 
hope for a child. The research will include 19 Arab women diagnosed with cancer up to 
the age of 42 and requiring cytotoxic treatments. When Lama finishes her studies, she 
aspires to continue her studies on a PhD track at the University of Haifa.

Janan Saba,

PhD, Department of Learning, Teaching and Instruction

Janan is conducting her PhD dissertation with Dr. Sharona T. 
Levy, senior lecturer in the Faculty of Education, and Prof.  
Hagit Hel-Or, senior lecturer in the Department of Computer 
Sciences, University of Haifa. 

Her research is titled "Much Matter in Motion", as it focuses on 
learning about complex systems in chemistry and physics 
through constructing computational models. It is funded by ISF (the Israeli Science 
Foundation), via a scholarship dating from October 2018 through to October 2020. To 
date, Janan’s research has already won the Friedenberg Prize for Excellence in 
Educational research. She has also presented her research at multiple, prestigious 
institutions such as, for example, Tel Aviv University and the Weizmann Institution.  

Janan obtained a B.A in Mathematics and Computer Sciences, thereafter she finished her 
M.A in Mathematics Education, and Prof. Anna Sfard supervised her thesis. Up until last 
year, Janan worked as a mathematics teacher at a high school; she taught for 18 years.  
She was granted a three-year sabbatical from work in order to focus on her research. 

Janan received the Excellence Award from the Silver Foundation for research students of 
"Technologies in Education Program", University of Haifa. As a scholarship fellow, she 
divides her time into three critical stages: presenting her work and recent results at
Learning Sciences and Science Education conferences in Israel and abroad; conducting 
several rounds of research to improve the technological tools and learning environments 
that she has developed; and writing papers to be published in academic journals in the 
domain. 

Janan’s passion has always been to be involved in academic life, and she has always 
strived to improve and enhance educational models and techniques for all her students. 
This inherent love for education is evident in both her research and her general academic 
life. 

Raifa Jabareen

PhD, Department of Nursing

Raifa has been a nurse for 30 years and a deputy head nurse of 
the Radiology Department at Rambam Medical Centre for 12 
years. She received honours for both her bachelor and master’s 
degrees in Health Systems Management. In addition, she is a 
faculty member in the Haifa School of Radiology and a teacher 
in the University of Haifa, Department of Nursing. Equally important, Raifa is a mother 
of three children, and an Arab-Israeli woman living in Haifa. It is these personal roles,
combined with her nursing career, which has led her to seek a doctorate in the
Department of Nursing, Faculty of Welfare and Health Sciences, at the University of 
Haifa. With the supervision of Prof. Cheryl Zlotnick, her proposal was completed and 
undergone international evaluation to obtain approval. Raifa’s field of study is health 
promotion. More specifically, she is studying the sexual health of Arab youth in Israel; 
speaking about the subject of sexuality is still considered a social taboo. Based on the 
data she is collecting about the sexual knowledge, attitudes and behaviours of Arab 
Israeli high school students, we plan to build health promotion programs that are 
culturally appropriate for the traditional Arab society. 
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Maram Ibarahem-Ali,

MA, Department of Occupational Therapy

Maram decided to study Occupational Therapy in 2009. For 
amazing four years, she studied, practiced, donated and 
achieved excellent grades. This successful experiment led her to 
learn more and do more in the field of "occupational therapy" 
especially for her culture. With this, she decided to join the 
master's degree in 2016. Today Maram is writing the last 
sentences in her thesis: "Parental Beliefs and practices About 
Infant Motor Development: Cross-Cultural research among Druze and Jewish Mothers in 
Israel" and hopes to publish it in journals.

Besides her studies, Maram works as an occupational therapist in a variety of frameworks 
in the field of children; she is a Team Leader in a kindergarten-guiding program and 
performs as a therapist in a development unit, a special education school, and in her own
clinic.

Basma Abu Tanha,

PhD, School of Social Work

Basma is a social worker at the local council of Yaffa. Over 
more than twenty years, she specialized in working with 
women who suffer from domestic violence and deal with 
divorce. Her work is aimed to reduce the suffering of them and 
their children. 
In addition, Basma also works as a student supervisor in the 
field studies unit at the University of Haifa and the Emek Yezreel College. Her work is 
influenced by her belief that the new generation must learn the values of the profession 
and internalize them in order to provide good service to the population of customers in 
the Arab society as new social workers.
As well as her work in the field, Basma invests in studies and research, in order to create 
theoretical knowledge that others can rely on as a resource of understanding the unique 
characteristics of the Arab population and building appropriate therapeutic programs. To 
share the results that she received in the thesis study, she wrote an article based on these 
results, the article was published last year in the journal of Divorce & Remarriage.
Today, Basma invests her best efforts in her doctoral research in order to write the results
and present its findings in other professional articles.

Nawras Abbas,

MA, Department of Learning Disabilities

Nawras is a 23-year-old who lives in Kfar Kanna village. She is 
a BA graduate in Special Education, and English Language and 
Literature from the University of Haifa. Currently, she is an
MA 3rd-year student (thesis track) in the Department of 
Learning Disabilities in the University of Haifa. In addition, 
today she works as a didactic diagnostician in the Clinic of 
Learning Disabilities at University of Haifa and as a specialist 
in treatment of learning difficulties and disabilities, as well as an English tutor in a 
learning Center.

As to her thesis research which is supervised by Dr. Anat Prior, it investigates processing
English as a third language (L3) among native Arabic speakers who are university 
students, and whose second language (L2) is Hebrew. It examines interference from both 
languages (L1 Arabic and L2 Hebrew), as opposed to interference from only one of the 
languages in L3 (English) syntactic processing, using grammaticality judgement task and 
eye-tracking measures. The central question addressed is whether L1 has a privileged 
role, or whether the entire linguistic repertoire is activated when processing L3. In 
addition, it asks whether specific language proficiency might impact transfer.

Nur Qashqush Saab

MA, Department of Arabic Literature

Nur is the mother of Jude and married to Ehssan. She works as 
a facilitator and mentor of leadership and empowerment groups 
in schools, and she taught students in the Unit of Academic 
Excellence. Nur worked as a counselor for youth in distress and 
taught students with mental disorders in schools, in her village, 
where she accompanied many students with personal distress, prepared projects and 
therapeutic workshops for them, and succeeded in getting them back on track.

Nur graduated with a Bachelor of Sociology, Anthropology, and Arabic Language and 
Literature, from the Faculty of Social Sciences, and the Faculty of Humanities, at the 
University of Haifa, from where she attained a certificate in Business Administration. 
After finishing her bachelor's degree, she decided to continue studying in order to gain 
the master's degree. This is her second year in the first track of writing a thesis, dealing 



Maram Ibarahem-Ali,

MA, Department of Occupational Therapy

Maram decided to study Occupational Therapy in 2009. For 
amazing four years, she studied, practiced, donated and 
achieved excellent grades. This successful experiment led her to 
learn more and do more in the field of "occupational therapy" 
especially for her culture. With this, she decided to join the 
master's degree in 2016. Today Maram is writing the last 
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Israel" and hopes to publish it in journals.

Besides her studies, Maram works as an occupational therapist in a variety of frameworks 
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Basma Abu Tanha,

PhD, School of Social Work
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more than twenty years, she specialized in working with 
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divorce. Her work is aimed to reduce the suffering of them and 
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Nawras is a 23-year-old who lives in Kfar Kanna village. She is 
a BA graduate in Special Education, and English Language and 
Literature from the University of Haifa. Currently, she is an
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with Medical Ethics, Sharia Law, and the “Honor Killing” of family members, according 
to the culture of disadvantaged groups. Her current research will examine the most 
important intellectual directions of the legal and medical scholars regarding the Hymen 
Repair Surgery, and its effect on marital life in Arab-Muslim society.

The second discussion of the study focuses on the ethical-moral issue as a result of the 
restoration of virginity; the dilemma between female modesty and social hypocrisy, with 
reference to the statement of punishment for the loss of virginity, and the reasons why 
Arab Muslim women may pay for such acts: "Honor Killing”.

Nur was a member of a fantastic team called “Ambassadors Online”, which was a special 
training in public diplomacy, creating a dialog in the Middle East. In addition to her 
master's degree, she studies teaching and training at the University of Haifa.

Samar Medleg-Hardan

MA, Department of Special Education

2007 she studied for her-2003From.Faradis villageinSamar lives
Aviv University. In -Telat s isorderDommunication CindegreeB.A

2016, Samar started her MA in Special Education at University of 
Haifa. Her research focuses on the Examination of the Procedural 
Deficit Hypothesis in Developmental Dyscalculia. In addition to that, 
for the past 11 years Samar also worked as a Communication, Speech-Language 

sradegandkindergartens-systemspecial educationni, in matia carmel wahofPathologist
of special education at schools, in Jeser and Faradis villages. As a part of her work, she 
collaborates with the educational staff and guides them to practice with pupils according 
to the goals of the treatment. It is very important to guide the pupils' parents to continue
practicing at home. Most of her parent training is voluntary as many of the residents in 
the two villages have a low socio-economic status.

Social Activities in the Network- Werner Otto Scholarship 

During 2019, the Jewish- Arab center led various activities in the WO network and plans

to organize more in order to empower the scholarship recipients and strengthen the network 

bonds.

Network Meetings

As part of the WO network, we had several meetings with the WO scholarship recipients

throughout the year. The meetings were set to bond the scholars and provide them a place 

where they can talk about their research and lives. Besides those meetings, the 2019 WO 

scholar recipients also participated in a special meeting with Prof. Ben Ari, the head of the 

Jewish- Arab center. Each scholar presented herself and talked about her life and her 

academic endeavors while pointing out the contribution of the scholarship for her. 

Enriching the wide growing network of the WO, the scholars stated that they are eager and 

honored to be part of this exclusive group of outstanding Arab Women in the academia

and are looking forward to participate in the Center's activities.
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A Musical concert starring Inas Masalha

On April 10, the Jewish- Arab center organized a unique musical concert in the main 

building at the University, starring the international opera singer Inas Masalha. As part of 

“Art and Creation in a Shared Space” theme, it was dedicated to the WO recipients. This 

evening was full of classical music, providing a wonderful time to all the participants.

The event gave the WO scholars an opportunity to meet and connect and more than that,

it provided a meeting place for both the Jews and Arabs, exposing and unveiling a new 

cultural layer, where one can get to know the other. 

An ensemble of different musicians and musical instruments, songs of hope and love in 

Arabic, Hebrew and Italian accompanied the evening. The music repertoire included 

romance and religious songs like; I am black by Marc Lavry, So in love by Cole Porter, I 

Want to Dance from My Fair Lady and Oh Miriam by Fairuz. This event gave a glimpse 

to a mixture of cultures combined, bestowing a special experience to all who came.
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